Scientific Journal Of New Islamic Civilization Fundamental Studies
Vol.9, No.I (Serial 17), Spring & Summer 2026
DOI: 10.22070/nic.2026.20919.1439
(Research Article)

The Cultural, Social and Civilizational Functions of the
Shi‘ism in Promoting Religious Schools of Lucknow
and Islamic Unity in the Indian Subcontinent

*

Maryam. Saeedyan Jazi Received on: 09/04/2025
Accepted on: 10/11/2025

Abstract

Purpose: This research examines the historical and sociocultural roles of
Shi‘a religious schools in Lucknow, which emerged in the 18th and
19th centuries as principal intellectual and spiritual centers for Shi‘a
Muslims in the Indian subcontinent. While earlier scholarship has
primarily focused on individual scholars or provided general historical
narratives, it has rarely applied frameworks such as cultural
institutionalism or theories of Islamic unity to these institutions. This
study addresses that gap by analyzing how Lucknow’s Shi‘a schools
functioned as pivotal agents of cultural transmission and social
organization, thereby reconstructing Shi‘a collective identity,
disseminating Shi‘a thought, and fostering intra-Muslim unity within
South Asia’s pluralistic context. The findings reveal that the religious
authority and institutional networks of these schools mobilized
educational and propagandist channels to embed civil structures based on
Islamic teachings and the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) heritage. This illustrates a
sustainable model for contemporary Islamic civilization and offers a
conceptual framework for evaluating the effectiveness of religious-
educational institutions in today’s Muslim societies.
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Methodology: This study employs a qualitative, historical-analytical
approach, drawing on both classical Islamic sources and contemporary
sociological theories. The framework integrates Islamic principles of
religious 1identity formation, Ummah building, wilayah, and the
institutional authority of marja‘iyya (social guardianship) with modern
concepts such as Nye’s *soft power* (Nye, 2004), Bourdieu’s cultural
reproduction (Bourdieu, 1990), and Kroeber’s cultural diffusion
(Kroeber, 1940). The data corpus includes archival documents, religious
texts, biographical accounts of key scholars, and secondary literature.
This integrated analysis facilitates a nuanced examination of the socio-
religious mechanisms employed by Shi‘a institutions in Lucknow to
address issues of identity, marginalization, and intellectual rivalry.

Findings: The analysis shows that Shi‘a religious schools and institutions
in Lucknow functioned as central hubs for knowledge production,
identity reconstruction, and communal cohesion. These schools extended
beyond merely transmitting doctrinal teachings; they became
foundational platforms for cultural resilience and political resistance
against colonial domination. Through systematic education, indigenous
scholarly training, and the creation of interconnected cultural-religious
networks, they integrated religious education, marja‘iyya authority, ritual
practice, and social organization with diplomatic and intellectual-political
activism. This integration strengthened the cultural influence and
scholarly authority of Shi‘a institutions and contributed to social stability
among Indian Muslims.

The institutionalization of the marja‘iyya in Lucknow strengthened
scholarly authority and fostered an organic leadership model aligned with
Shi‘a jurisprudential traditions and communal needs. Furthermore, the
schools promoted intra-Muslim unity by advocating tolerance and
intellectual dialogue grounded in the inclusive teachings of the Ahl al-
Bayt (a.s.). Their transnational connections with religious centers in Iraq
and Iran helped forge a unified Shi‘a scholarly identity across borders.
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This integrated scholarly and communal initiative facilitated the
development of civic institutions grounded in Islamic values, supporting
collective memory, theological continuity, and cultural integration. By
anchoring education and public engagement in religiously based ethical
frameworks, these religious schools maintained institutional autonomy
despite colonial pressures and demonstrated the capacity of religious
institutions to address challenges of identity and marginalization.
Furthermore, they served as a robust theoretical framework for
comparative studies. Consequently, the Lucknow model can be directly
applied to advance the project of a new Islamic civilization.

Conclusion: This study demonstrates that the Shi‘a religious schools of
Lucknow represent a robust model of religious, cultural, and social
synthesis, enabling the Shi‘a minority to reconstruct communal identity,
consolidate cultural power, and resist marginalization under colonial
pressure. From the eighteenth century onward, these institutions
established an integrated network of religious education, marja‘iyya
authority, ritual practice, and social organization, connecting with major
centers in Iraq and Qom and producing scholars who led the revival of
Shi‘a thought across the subcontinent. By institutionalizing a system of
religious pedagogy and strengthening the marja‘iyya, the schools created
a self-sustaining “knowledge-production hub” that linked doctrinal
transmission to the formation of extensive religious-social networks and
the articulation of a collective Shi‘a identity.

This research addresses a gap left by earlier studies, which were limited
to descriptive histories or individual biographies. It analyzes the schools
through the lenses of cultural institutionalism and Shi‘a sociology,
highlighting their strategic roles in cultural resilience, political resistance
to colonial cultural hegemony, and the promotion of intra-Islamic unity
grounded in the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt. The Lucknow experience
also provides measurable civilizational indicators—such as religious
authority, social capital, interfaith interaction, local service provision,
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and public accountability—that can be used to assess the impact of
comparable religious-educational models.

Consequently, the Lucknow model can be directly employed as a locally
rooted, doctrinally informed framework for contemporary policymaking
and community building. It provides a template for designing religious
education systems that strengthen Islamic identity, promote social
cohesion, and advance the development of a new Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Lucknow, Religious Schools, Shi‘a Leadership (Marja‘iyyah),
Islamic Unity, New Islamic civilization
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