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Abstract

Purpose: The September 11 attacks contributed to the perception of
Muslims in the Americas as foreign adherents of Eastern religions and as
a threat to Christian culture. This Islamophobic sentiment has led to
policies that bar Muslims from entering the United States. At the same
time, many Muslims in the East perceive the Muslim identity in the
Americas as being outside of mainstream Islamic thought. This study
aims to challenge these perspectives and clarify the complexities
surrounding the American and Islamic identities of Muslims in the
Americas.

Methodology: This research employs a descriptive-analytical method
grounded in identity theories and historical analyses. It is classified as a
scientific study of the history of Muslim civilization in the Americas. The
study emphasizes Muslims as a cultural group rather than Islam as a
religion, thereby excluding topics related to beliefs or religious rituals.
Findings: Historical evidence indicates that Muslims, whether by force or
by choice, arrived in the Americas alongside Catholic Christians. Their
contributions to the development of American civilization have
significantly influenced the American aspect of their Muslim identity,
allowing them to transfer elements of their Islamic cultural heritage to
this new land. Despite external environmental influences, the profound
cultural attachment of American Muslims to Islam remains intact,
reinforcing their identity as part of the global Ummah.
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Conclusion: The Americas are as much a homeland for Muslims as they
are for Christians, and their minority status does not negate this fact.
Acknowledging the American identity of Muslims in the Americas is
essential for three reasons:

1. It fosters a nuanced understanding of the interplay between Islamic identity
and American sociocultural dynamics.

2. It restricts the imposition of external standards for evaluating American
Muslims, particularly in the development of Da’wah programs.

3. It encourages researchers to adopt a new approach that accommodates the
diversity of Muslim experiences worldwide.

As Diouf’s research highlights, African Muslims in the Americas have
successfully maintained their beliefs and practices while promoting
Islamic values through unique cultural names and forms. The diversity
and multiplicity of American Muslim communities are so extensive that
achieving convergence through the unification of beliefs and rituals
seems unrealistic. Scholars should broaden the scope of Islamic studies,
as Talal Asad suggests, by reaching a consensus on foundational Islamic
principles that reflect the lived experiences of American Muslims.
Furthermore, American Muslims are uniquely positioned, possessing
firsthand experience with modernity, nation-state governance, and
democracy. These experiences offer critical insights that can enhance the
study of Islamic civilization and address developmental challenges.
Continued neglect of their contributions deprives the Ummah of valuable
lessons from this successful segment of the global Muslim community.
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. Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine (AAONMS)
. Damascus in Rochester
. Mt. Sinai in Montpelier
. Al Koran in Cleveland
. Oriental in Troy, Syrian in Cincinnati, Syria in Pittsburgh, Ziyara in Utica, Kaaba in
anvenport, Moslem in Detroit, Medinah in Chicago etc. (Dorman, 2015, p.52)
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LU Lu in Philadelphia, Bourmi in Baltimore, Kosair in Louisville, Jerusalem in New
Orleans, Osman in St. Paul, Zuhrah in Miniapolis, etc. in 1888 three more lodges joined
San Fran- cisco’s Islam Temple on the West Coast: Al Kader in Portland, Al Malaikah
in Los Angeles, and Afifi in Tacoma, Washington. That year also saw the birth of

Algeria in Helena, Montana; Yaarab to Atlanta . .& s (Dorman, 2015): 52-53
2 . Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine (AEAONMS).

3. George Jones
4 . Noble Rofelt Pasha
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